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At the recent AGM the following people were 

voted on to the new Opus Committee. 

Chairperson ï Mark DeLaine, Treasurer ï Mark 

Anolak, Secretary ï Marilyn Evers, Josh 

McGough, Josh Smart, Kate Anolak, Lauren 

Scarfe, Harry Dewar and Tom Bayford. 

Special thanks to outgoing committee members 

Stan Beck, Pat Andrews, Bob Evans, Catherine 

Watson and Loraine Watson for all their hard 

work during the past 12 months 

If you have any issues you want raised, or have 

any suggestions for the new committee to take on 

board, including submissions for our Season, 

please contact Marilyn on 8186 3481 or follow the 

links on our website. 

The following members celebrate their birthday 

in November and December.  

Stephen Popowski, Gemma Fakes, Fiona 

DeLaine, Stan Beck, Dorothy Fennell, Melissa 

Oates, Ashley Cridland, Tyler Marchiori, 

Maddison Olsen, Katelin Lawrie, Hannah 

Cossutta, Barbara Confue, Malcolm 

McKerihan, Mark DeLaine and Kylie Toogood. 

If we missed you, itôs because your birthday isnôt 

on our records! Please take this opportunity to 

update your membership with Marilyn by 

emailing marilyn@opus.net.au or calling  

8186 3481.  

A very Happy Birthday to all. 

Former Mayor of Onkaparinga, Ray Gilbert and 

his wife Edith, regular Patron and good friend of 

Opus, have been unwell for some time. 

We wish them both good health for the future 

and hope to see them back at our events very 

soon. 

Keep up to date with Opus Performing Arts 

Community by visiting our website: 

www.opus.net.au 

mailto:info@opus.net.au
file:///C:/Users/Josh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.hopgoodtheatre.com.au
file:///C:/Users/Josh/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/www.opus.net.au


  

 

 

The Oracle is the Quarterly Newsletter of Opus Performing Arts Community. To get involved,  

visit us online at http://www.opus.net.au or call our friendly secretary Marilyn on (08) 8186 3481. 

Membership fees are now due.  Under the new constitution, membership fees will be due on July 1
st
 of each year 

from now on. As an incentive to renew your Opus Membership, we are offering a special deal this year only: Renew 

now and your membership will last until 30
th
 June 2012. For the first time we have had to increase membership fees 

as our costs have risen considerably over the past few years. This price increase is directly related to the increase 

in quality of our productions. 

Adults - $25.00  Concession - $15.00  Family - $75.00 

As a member, you will get one complimentary ticket to each Opus production, excluding the musical. There will be a 

special memberôs price for the musical.  To claim your benefits, simply produce your new membership card at the 

Hopgood Theatre Box Office. 

Patrons also receive 10% discount on any meal at the Colonnades Tavern.  Just produce your theatre ticket, when 

you order your meal. 

In 2010, Opus received a Council grant to inaugurate a Fleurieu Festival of One-Act Plays. 

The Festival is not a contest, but a display of the skills and talents of the theatre companies and drama groups 

already functioning on the Fleurieu. It will be held in the handsome Old Aldinga Institute, Old Coach Road, Old 

Aldinga on April 15-17, 2011. 

Ten groups are performing and all are providing volunteer helpers to act as ushers and F.O.H. sellers of drinks, 

sweets and food. Four reliable and willing people are required to fulfil Opusôs people-power requirements to this, 

our own Festival. 

When, in years to come, the Fleurieu Festival of One-Act Plays is engulfed by interstate, and maybe overseas, 

visitors flocking to this unique celebration of theatre, you can boast: ñI was there at the beginning!ò 

Phone Pat Andrews (Festival Convenor) on 8387 0957 if you can help. 

 

We would like to wish all of our members a very  

Merry Christmas and a happy and safe New Year. 

http://www.opus.net.au/


  

 

Lauren Scarfe has been involved in theatre in Adelaide 

for the past decade.  Her love of theatre grew from her 

time on stage at school and with the Riverland Musical 

Society before she moved to the city to pursue her 

studies.  She has worked both on-stage and off in musical 

comedies and straight plays, but musical theatre is where 

her true passion lies.  She has worked with many 

companies throughout Adelaide, most notably Northern 

Light Theatre Company, The Gilbert and Sullivan Society 

and The Metropolitan Musical Society. 

 

Her studies in education were accompanied by six years 

with Pelican Productions Musical Theatre Camp SA which 

takes place every January and has spawned some of 

Adelaideôs best young talents in recent years.  As well as 

this, she has worked as choreographer on numerous 

productions and has directed school plays. 

 

In her working life, Lauren is a teacher at Seaford 6ï12 

School in the areas of Psychology, Maths, Science, 

Drama and Dance.  She has recently moved further south 

and is looking forward to developing the connections with 

the southern community.  Lauren may look familiar as she 

recently played the role of Jolene Oakes in the hit musical 

Dirty Rotten Scoundrels and thoroughly enjoyed her time 

with the company.  She is excited to be joining the 

committee at such a crucial time in the development of the 

company.  

 

A number of changes were made to the Opus Performing Arts Constitution at our 2010 AGM.  When you 

renew your membership, you will receive a copy of the new constitution. Contact Marilyn to renew. 

How many actors does it take to change a light bulb? Only one. They donôt like to share the limelight. 

Bob:  Iôd love to be an actor.                Harry:  Break a leg then. 

Bob: Whatever for?      Harry: Then youôd be in a cast for weeks. 

Why do technicians like snooker halls? Because thatôs where they get their best cues. 

http://opus.net.au/james-and-the-giant-peach


  

 

The following is a review by Kym Clayton which featured in the November edition of Encore Magazine. 

Quite simply, Opusô production of Dirty Rotten Scoundrels is the best amateur musical I have seen for years.  Based 

on the popular 1988 film of the same name, this relatively new Tony Award-winning musical is about two con artists 

who compete with each other for the right to call the French Riviera their own personal hunting ground free from the 

competition of the other.  The first to con $50,000 out of an unsuspecting victim is the winner, but unfortunately for 

them they are both scammed by the very person they were both trying to rip off! 

The principals were outstanding.  As the two conmen, Doug Wiggins and David Salter were just fabulous.  They 

both displayed acting and singing prowess by the bucket load.  Wigginsô professional experience was clearly in 

evidence.  Just first rate.  Salter is clearly an emerging leading man on the local scene, and I look forward to him 

broadening his experience in a more serious role in the future.  They were more than ably supported by Lindsay 

Dunn, Fiona DeLaine, April Stuart and Lauren Scarfe, all of whom gave us compelling performances.  Stuart and 

Dunnôs rendition of Like Zis/Like Zat was especially entertaining. 

There were no weak links in the production.  The ensemble was tight and more than complemented the 

principals.  Mel Georgeôs choreography was entertaining, witty, and is amongst her best work to date.  It showed 

great sympathy with the music and, importantly, with the lyrics, and gave confidence to the cast.  Mark DeLaineôs 

orchestra was DeLaitful!  The balance of instruments was spot on, the dynamics were disciplined, and the brass 

section was especially fine ï beautifully controlled in the óquieterô moments.  Kate Anolakôs costume coordination 

was stylish.  The gowns worn by the ladies were particularly grand, and Lexie Drydenôs green velvet number was 

just exquisite.  Full marks.  And the set!  Tom Bayfordôs art deco design assisted the feel of the whole production 

and comprised large and imposing structural elements that were either flown or trucked with great ease ï full marks 

to Stage Manager Kate Anolak and her well disciplined stage crew.  Josh Smartôs light and sound design was also 

commendable and his mixing was praiseworthy. 

Director Harry Dewar and his Opus team have created a memorable piece of theatre.  I cannot recall another 

production in recent times where so many people have raved about it.  Deservedly so.  If you missed it, you really 

missed something. 

Opus again entered a float in this yearôs City of 

Onkaparinga Christmas Pageant which was held on 

Saturday 27
th
 November. 

Thank you to Alie Beck for organising everybody 

again this year and to all the participants.  Thanks 

also to Bob Evans for towing the trailer. Itôs always 

a lot of fun and a great chance to advertise our 

January childrenôs production.  Fortunately, the 

weather cleared up in time for the parade. 
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